BEFORE & AFTER ISSUE

Home

125 e
DIVINE DESIG
IDEAS

W" NG

CANDICE
OLSON'’S
DECORATING
SECRETS

GIVE YOUR |
_HOUSE A FRESH _

IANUARY/FERK | IARY 2006



AUSTIN TEXAS

An architect’s
inventive
family-friendly
additions reflect a
knack for practical
problem solving
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Children change everything, Just ask
architect Michael Antenora and his wile,
Sarah, who had enjoyed the convenience
of their well-established Austin, Texas,
neighborhood, but found that the small,
nondescript ranch house Sarah had
purchased in her single days needed
expanding as their family grew. Michael
devised a strategy that called for updating
the existing 1,000-square-foot 1950%-era
house and adding a 1,500-square-foot
single-story addition.

The house’s pie-shaped corner lot, sit-
uated at the intersection of a quiet, resi-
dential street and a busy thoroughfare,
dictated the new layout, which is all about
looking inward. The plan reflects the cou-
ples wish list: indoor rooms sheltered
from the noisy street, protected outdoor
areas for kids to play, and an updated
exterior incorporating the Antenoras’
maodern, eclectic tastes and love of color.

“Our priority was making a safe house

and yard for small children,” says Michael,

whose three girls are five years, two and a
half years, and eight months old. For that

desired security, the architect designed a

new wing, with three family bedrooms

and two bathrooms, along the thorough
fare side of the lot. The addition provides
visual as well as acoustic privacy for the
rest of the house and yard, “The mass of it
creates a buffer against the strect noise
and activity,” Michael explains,

A series of outdoor areas links the old
and the new parts of the house and forms
the core of the renovation. These spaces
include two courtyards, one paved (the
“hard” courtyard) and one grass (the
"green” one); a patio; and a breezeway.
“We wanted to create contained outdoor
passageways,” says Michael, "You can go
from courtyard to courtyard without ever
going inside the house.”

The concept was put to the test
recently at doughter Olivia's second-
irthday party, when children covered in
cake and ice cream ran in and out of the
courtyards while parents observed the
activities from the clean, unsticky vantage
of the breakfast nook. "My idea of a good
party house is one that can accommodate
large groups but alse has little corners




where people can get away and have a
quiet conversation,” Michael says
Inside the house, the kitchen was
bumped out by 2 feet and had {1 8-
foot ceilings vaulted—to 14 feet at the
highest point and 2 at the lowest—to
achieve a contemporary look. The room

now has enough space for a small, 3'4-by-

2-foot center island with storage drawers

and a built-in undercounter wine cooler,
Michael specified gauged green Ver-

mant slate tile flooring for the kitchen,

bathrooms, and other heavy-traffic areas.

“The face of the split stone is textured, so
irs nonskid,” he notes. The matenial also
runs up the walls in the wet rooms for
extra protection. Trapical green granire
countertops complement the kitchens

slate floors and backsplash, and a red cast
iron apron-front sink spices up the neu-
tral tones of the maple cabinetry

There’s plenty of color on the exterior
as well, with vivid red and vellow on the
walls facing the green courtyard and a
conservative gray-green on those facing
the neighborhood. To highlight the
home’s diversity of exterior forms,
Michael varied the siding pattern and
color every time the geometry changed.
In total, five different patterns skin the
house: fiber cement siding in two differ-
ent horizontal designs, shakes, board-
and-batten, and a wide band of limestone
on the sides that face the roads.

When an architect has free reign to
experiment with designing his own
home, the results are always interesting,
Working with a tricky site, Michael trans-
formed an average ranch house into a cus-
tom home that serves his voung family’s
needs and expresses his creativity. A tree
just outside the hard courtyard is both a
testament to Michael’s pride in the project
and a memorial to his late father. “When |
built my first house, over a decade ago,
my dad gave me $75 to plant an olive tree,
but | didn’t think the house was worthy,”
says Michael. “Well, | think that this
house definitely s—and the tree bore
fruit in the first year"w
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