




















duties aided by an extension ladder, And for another curious instance
al duality {and another resourcelul use of steel), consider the siain-
less-steel cables sirenched between the roof and foundation of the
building, which serve to hold the steel sunscreens up and counteract
wind-uplift effects by anchoring them down.

The sunshade devices stratify the glass storefront inte three pars,
The glass an the lower two-thirds is slightly shaded to provide addi-
tional protection against glare, but it is revealing enough 1o showease
the bottem third—1the lobby area—as an inviting place where people
imeract. The middle third serves a general wilitarian purpose, And
the glass on the top third of the building, which is clear, encloses
much coveted billboard space and allows UFCL 10 remain safely
within city signage crdinances because promaotional signs are dis-
played from inside the building.

# INTERIOR

The gase with which UFCU members negoniate their transactions
mside the budding 1 much mare apparent than any al the design
elements worked into the space 1o produce such an effecl. Antenora
and his cliemn noticed that customers nawrally tend 1o follow an
elliptical path as they go in and out of a bank. [n a lively application
of this casual observation, everyihing in the lobby area, starting with
an elliptical greeter’s desk, subtly encourages customers 1o surrender
1o this natural impolse and rewards their compliance with efficiency
Consistent with Antenora’s averall deliberate concept, the cllipses
extend o the surreunding landscape (executed in “low-waler-
usage”l, which pulsates in the various shades of green of the native

plants, grasses and 1rees used lor its design.

Safery and efficiency also lie behind the decision o install video
tellers and the preumatic tbing that connects the entire internal
netwark, another way in which this building merges design vanguard
and the kind of lucid sense that aims at making life simpler, The
architect’s intense attention to detail, which in this building took
shape in countless other ingenious features, such as the acoustic
metal decking designed to keep decibel levels down inside such a
hard, gliss-and-steel construction, won his firm a Certificate of
Excellence in Construction for this project from the Ceniral Texas
Chapter of the Associared Builders and Contraciors.

» A TRUE STEAL

The initial drive for this project was two-fold: to meet the needs of
UFCU members in an underserved but fast-growing area of Austin
and atteact customers to a banking business that was seeking to rede-
fine itself as retail. The former was addressed quite simply by opening
a highly eficient branch in the area in question whils the latter justi-
lied Amenora's clever use of sieel and glass as marketing tools,

UFCU wanted a very visible building an a very prominent intersec-
tion in southwest Austin, The company’s desire resulted i the kind of
building that you cannot miss—a brave navigational landmark that
signals the possibility, if not rthe advent, of an urban environment in
which even the most habiual of interactions can take place in smart,
graceful spaces. W
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